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Joseph  M.  Cronin 

State  Superintendent  of  Education 


TO:  SPECIALIZED  EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES 

PROFESSIONALS 

FROM:  JOSEPH  E.  FISHER 

SUBJECT:  DEPARTMENT  OF  SPECIALIZED  EDUCATIONAL 
SERVICES  MANAGEMENT  BULLETIN 


One  of  the  primary  goals  of  the  Department  of 
Specialized  Educational  Services  is  to  increase 
two-way  communication  between  the  state  office  of 
education  and  local  school  districts.  This  bulletin 
is  another  effort  to  accomplish  this  goal. 

The  Department  of  Specialized  Educational  Services  is 
open  to  any  suggestions  and  comments  as  well  as  your 
response  to  the  information  provided  here.  There  are 
several  references  in  this  bulletin  to  various 
Illinois  Office  of  Education  staff  and  departments. 
Any  correspondence  to  them  should  be  addressed: 

Staff  Name  and/or  Department 

Illinois  Office  of  Education 

100  North  First  Street 

Springfield,  Illinois  62777 
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Specialized  Educational 
Services  Reorganization 

Effective  July  1,  1978,  the  Department  of  Specialized 
Educational  Services  reorganized  from  categorical 
units  (Pupil  Personnel  Services,  Gifted,  Handicapped) 
to  functional  units  (Program  Design,  Grants  and 
Contracts,  Compliance/Review,  and  Program  Approval). 
The  purpose  of  the  reorganization  is  to  facilitate 
the  operation  and  implementation  of  the  ever  increas¬ 
ing  state  and  federal  programs  for  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Specialized  Educational  Services  is  respon¬ 
sible.  For  more  details  on  the  reorganization, 
contact  the  Department  of  Specialized  Educational 
Services . 
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Due  Process  Update 

An  increasing  number  of  cases  brought  to  the  state- 
level  on  appeal  have  questioned  the  appropriateness 
of  proposed  public  school  placements  for  handicapped 
children  who  have  previously  been  served  in  private 
nonpublic  facilities  under  provisions  of  Section 
14-7.02  of  The  School  Code  of  Illinois .  From  the 
state-level  perspective,  most  of  these  appeals  center 
not  on  whether  the  handicapped  student  should  and  can 
be  programmed  for  within  a  public  school  setting,  but 
rather  on  the  adequacy,  appropriateness  and  complete¬ 
ness  of  the  Individual  Educational  Program  (I.E.P.) 
proposed  to  implement  the  placement  for  the  student 
returning  from  a  nonpublic  setting.  No  proposed 
placement  can  truly  be  considered  complete,  in  a 
theoretical  sense,  until  a  proposed  I.E.P.  has  been 
completed.  Further,  in  a  very  real  sense,  no  handi¬ 
capped  child  can  begin  to  receive  special  education 
services  until  an  I.E.P.  has  been  developed  for  that 
placement.  Finally,  in  developing  that  I.E.P.,  it  is 
vitally  important  to  remember  that  programs  and 
placement  should  be  developed  to  fit  children  rather 
than  having  children  placed  to  fit  programs. 


Another  particular  concern  that  has  evolved  from  the 
experience  with  state-level  appeals  relates  to  the 
full  implementation  of  pre-placement  procedures  such 
as  notification,  consent  and,  perhaps  most  important, 
full  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  case 
study  evaluation.  Many  state-level  appeals  have 
initially  resulted  in  the  issuance  of  an  inter¬ 
locutory  (interim)  administrative  order  requiring  the 
local  district  to  fully  complete  a  case  study  evalua¬ 
tion.  Most  commonly,  in  cases  of  this  nature,  the 
social  developmental  study,  including  an  assessment 
of  the  child's  adaptive  behavior  and  cultural  back¬ 
ground,  and  the  educational  evaluation  of  the  child's 
learning  processes  and  level  of  educational  achieve¬ 
ment  is  insufficient,  incomplete  or  altogether  miss¬ 
ing  from  the  case  study  evaluation. 

In  the  future,  we  will  continue  to  address  concerns 
evolving  from  state  and  local  due  process  proceed¬ 
ings.  If  you  have  questions,  comments  or  concerns, 
please  contact  John  Straus,  Jack  Shook  (217/782-6601) 
or  any  attorney  in  either  the  Springfield  (217/782- 
5270)  or  Chicago  (312/793-2236)  offices. 

Report  On  The  95th  Congress 

Education  for  All  Handicapped  Children  Act 


(PL  94-142)was  not  formally  scheduled  for  Congres¬ 
sional  consideration  during  the  95th  Congress. 
Nevertheless,  in  response  to  concerns  raised  by 
Education  Commission  of  the  States  and  the  other 
major  state-based  organizations,  oversight  hearings 
were  held  in  both  the  House  and  Senate.  With  the 
exception  of  an  amendment  to  the  child  count  proce¬ 
dures  ,  no  changes  were  made  to  respond  to  the 
problems  cited  by  the  states.  The  FY78  appropria¬ 
tions  of  $502.8  million  for  state  grants  are  at  the 
fully  authorized  level  for  that  year  (10  percent  of 
the  national  average  per  pupil  expenditures  multipli¬ 
ed  by  the  child  count).  The  FY79  appropriation  of 
$804  million,  the  amount  requested  by  the  Administra¬ 
tion,  is  only  about  12  percent  compared  to  the  20 
percent  authorization.  This  could  be  increased  in  a 
supplemental  appropriation  in  early  1979  if  justified 
by  the  child  count. 

September  1,  1978,  was  the  deadline  for  states  to  be 
providing,  as  a  matter  of  right,  a  "free  appropriate 
public  education"  to  all  handicapped  children  in  the 
age  ranges  and  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  federal 
law.  There  are  indications  that  many  states  still 
are  having  problems  complying  with  the  policy  and 
procedural  requirements  that  they  had  to  meet  on 
October  1,  1977,  to  be  eligible  for  funds.  The 
current  child  count  of  3.7  million  is  only  about  half 
of  the  number  of  handicapped  children  estimated  to 
exist  when  the  legislation  was  adopted.  The  state 
agency  supervision,  due  process,  "related  services" 
and  other  provisions  originally  cited  by  ECS  as 
problem  areas  continue  to  create  difficulties  for 
states.  The  ECS  predictions  that  the  development  of 
individualized  education  programs  (lEP’s)  could 
become  an  adversarial  legal  process  are  apparently 
being  proved  correct  in  some  cases. 

The  Bureau  of  Education  for  the  Handicapped  is 
required  to  make  a  report  to  Congress  in  early  1979, 
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on  the  implementation  of  the  law,  including  recommen¬ 
dations  for  amendments,  if  needed.  This  may  be  an 
opportunity  for  concerns  of  the  states  to  be  address¬ 
ed  . 

Other  Provisions  of  PL  95-561.  Another  provision  of 
importance  to  the  states  and  reflective  of  ECS  policy 
positions  includes: 

-expands  provisions  for  control  and  reduction  of 
the  federal  paperwork  burden  on  students, 
schools  and  colleges. 

The  96th  Congress  will  convene  on  January  15,  1979. 
One  issue  which  is  likely  to  arise  in  Congress  is 
possible  revisions  in  P.L.  94-142.  The  Congress  may 
give  serious  consideration  to  amendments  to  the 
Education  for  All  Handicapped  Children  Act,  including 
changes  such  as  recommended  by  ECS  and  other  organi¬ 
zations  in  1977  and  1978. 


Services,  at  217/782-6601,  to  schedule  a  specific 
presentation  time.  The  hearings  will  be  conducted 
from  9:00  A.M.  -  1:00  P.M. ,  on  a  scheduled  basis.  An 
additional  time  for  unscheduled  presentations  will  be 
held  from  2:30  P.M.  -  5:00  P.M.  The  time  may  be 
extended  until  7:00  P.M.  -  9:00  P.M. ,  by  appointment. 
All  testimony  should  refer  to  a  specific  state  or 
federal  statute  as  rationale  for  requesting  regula¬ 
tion  change.  The  process  described  above  is  intended 
to  permit  interested  persons  to  provide  input  to  the 
Task  Force  before  the  document  is  revised. 


Amencied  Annual  Program  Plan  For  bpecial 
Education 


Federal  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Education's 
FY  79  program  plan  for  special  education  will  provide 
expanded  and  improved  services  to  handicapped  chil¬ 
dren  . 


Rules  and  Regulations  To  Govern  TR'e 
Administration  And  Operation  Of  Special 
Education 


The  Rules  and  Regulations  to  Govern  the  Administra- 
t ion  and  Operation  of  Special  Education  were  filed  on 
an  emergency  basis  on  September  1,  1978,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  Public  Law  94-142  timeline.  These 
regulations  were  filed  in  accordance  with  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Procedures  Act.  Emergency  regulations, 
according  to  state  law,  are  effective  for  only  150 
days.  On  November  29,  1978,  the  Emergency  Rules  and 
Regulations  to  Govern  the  Administration  and  Opera¬ 
tion  of  Special  Education ,  with  very  few  changes  from 
the  September  document,  were  submitted  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State's  office  for  publication  in  the  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1978,  Illinois  Register . 


On  January  11,  1979,  the  State  Board  of  Education 

approved  the  regulations,  with  minor  editorial 
changes  recommended  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Adminis¬ 
trative  Rules  staff.  The  regulations  were  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office  on  January  22,  1979, 
effective  February  1,  1979. 

The  Task  Force  for  revising  the  regulations  has  been 
reactivated.  That  Task  Force  will  thoroughly  review 
the  entire  rules  and  regulations  for  compliance  with 
federal  and  state  laws  and  for  clarity  and  consist¬ 
ency.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  thorough  review  and 
revision  of  the  regulations  will  take  one  and  one- 
half  years. 


The  Task  Force  endeavor  will  provide  an  opportunity 
for  public  input  on  the  regulations  on  February  22, 
1979,  with  two  public  hearings.  The  process  for 
those  hearings  is  as  follows.  Persons  wishing  to 
testify  on  the  regulations  are  requested  to  submit 
the  testimony  in  writing  to  the  Department  of  Special¬ 
ized  Educational  Services  before  February  15,  1979. 

Anyone  desiring  to  present  oral  testimony  may  do  so 
at  the  February  22  hearing,  to  be  held  in  the  State 
Board  of  Education  Conference  Room,  4th  floor, 
Illinois  Office  of  Education,  100  North  First  Street, 
Springfield,  Illinois.  An  additional  hearing  will  be 
held  on  February  27,  1979,  at  the  Illinois  Office  of 
Education,  188  West  Randolph,  14th  Floor  Conference 
Room,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Presenters  should  contact 
Cindy  Terry,  Department  of  Specialized  Educational 


The  Amended  Annual  Program  Plan  for  special  education 
services  in  Illinois  was  recently  approved  by  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Education  for  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  The  plan  was  develop¬ 
ed  to  keep  Illinois  in  compliance  with  Part  B  of  the 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act  (Public  Law  94-142). 

State  Superintendent  of  Education  Joseph  Cronin  says, 
"Approval  of  the  state  plan  means  another  step  has 
been  taken  to  assure  handicapped  children  in  Illinois 
of  a  free  appropriate  public  education." 

HEW  guidelines  state  that  the  Part  B  of  94-142  funds 
will  be  used  by  local  and  state  agencies  to  serve 
eligible  children  who  are  not  currently  receiving 
needed  special  education  services  and  to  expand  and 
improve  present  services  for  these  children. 

Copies  of  the  state  plan  are  printed  and  made  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Illinois  Board  of  Education  through 
regional  school  'superintendents  and  members  of  the 
Illinois  Office  of  Education's  Program  Service  Teams. 

For  further  information,  contact:  Illinois  Office  of 
Education,  Department  of  Specialized  Education  Serv¬ 
ices,  100  North  First  Street,  Springfield,  Illinois, 
62777  or  phone  217/782-6601. 
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Definitions  Of  Handicapping  Conditions  And 
Education  Programming 

The  provisions  of  Part  B  of  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Act,  as  amended  by  Public  Law  94-142, 
includes  requirements  that  each  participating  SEA 
will  assure  that  every  handicapped  child  who  requires 
special  education  and  related  service  will  have  an 
Individualized  Education  Program  (lEP)  designed  to 
meet  his  or  her  individual  needs.  Clearly  this 
requirement  prohibits  the  design  of  lEPs  by  defini¬ 
tions  of  handicapping  conditions  or  other  types  of 
categorical  programming. 

The  definitions  of  handicapping  conditions  provide 
convenient  categories  for  counting  children  for  both 
state  and  federal  distribution  of  funds.  The  defini¬ 
tions  do  not  serve  as  a  basis  for  development  of 
individualized  education  programs,  as  no  child 
exhibits  all  possible  behaviors  inferred  by  the 
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definition.  The  heterogeneity  of  the  individuals 
within  the  various  categories  precludes  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  developing  programs  based  solely  upon  a  cate¬ 
gorical  approach.  However,  in  certain  instances,  the 
definitions  have  generated  a  number  of  questions 
relating  to  the  match  between  children  and  appropri¬ 
ate  services.  In  these  instances,  it  is  always 
useful  to  raise  the  fundamental  standards  of  the 
individual  case  and  to  continually  reiterate  the  idea 
that  the  determination  of  educational  programming 
must  be  pursued  through  the  implementation  of  the  lEP 
process,  as  described  in  sections  121a. 340  through 
121a. 349  of  the  Federal  regulations. 

The  spirit  and  letter  of  Public  Law  94-142  is  to 
allow  maximum  professional  judgment  to  operate  in 
planning  these  education  programs.  In  the  case  of 
the  children  referred  to  above,  no  label  should 
predetermine  the  services  provided.  The  needs  of  the 
child  as  determined  by  the  lEP  process,  in  this 
situation  as  with  all  handicapped  children  and  youth, 
should  be  the  basis  for  selecting  the  intervention 
strategy. 


Senate  Bill  388 

In  an  effort  to  bring  Illinois  into  compliance  with 
Public  Law  94-142,  Senate  Bill  388  was  introduced 
during  the  80th  Legislative  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly.  Senate  Bill  388  amended  Section  10-20.24 
of  The  School  Code  of  Illinois  regarding  part-time 
attendance.  The  section  was  unchanged  as  to  students 
in  the  regular  education  program,  but  language  was 
added  to  provide  that  school  districts  accept  handi¬ 
capped  non-public  (private,  parochial,  or  independent 
elementary  or  secondary)  school  pupils  on  a  part-time 
basis . 

Section  14-6.01,  relating  to  the  powers  and  duties  of 
school  boards,  was  also  amended.  This  section  was 
amended  to  provide  that  school  boards  accept  in 
part-time  attendance  handicapped  children  enrolled  in 
non-public  schools.  It  further  provided  that  a 
request  for  part-time  attendance  must  be  submitted  by 
a  parent  or  guardian  of  the  handicapped  child  and  may 
be  made  only  to  those  public  schools  located  in  the 
district  where  the  child  resides;  however,  nothing  in 
this  Section  prohibits  an  agreement  between  the 
district  where  the  child  resides  and  another  public 
school  district  to  provide  special  education  services 
if  such  an  arrangement  is  deemed  more  convenient  and 
economical . 

Section  14-6.01  also  included  a  transportation  provi¬ 
sion.  The  original  language  of  the  transportation 
provision  was  amendatorily  vetoed.  To  alleviate  the 
problems  created  by  the  amendatory  veto,  the  Program 
Design  Unit  of  the  Department  of  Specialized  Educa¬ 
tional  Services  is  in  the  process  of  drafting  guide¬ 
lines  to  clarify  this  provision.  The  guidelines  will 
be  available  in  the  near  future.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  guidelines  will  be  helpful  to  school  officials 
and  will  allow  them  the  flexibility  needed  to  meet 
the  responsibility  to  the  handicapped  children  they 
serve . 
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Data  Collection  Committee 

An  accurate,  up-to-date  data  collection  system  on 
individual  children  and  programs  is  a  recognized 


necessity  by  local  and  state  educators  for  meeting 
state  and  federal  requirements  as  well  as  local 
needs.  The  proliferation  of  different  kinds  of  data 
collection  forms  and  systems  has  prompted  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Specialized  Educational  Services  to  invite 
representatives  of  the  Illinois  Administrators  of 
Special  Education,  Chicago  Public  Schools,  Illinois 
Association  of  School  Administrators  and  the  Illinois 
Association  of  School  Boards  to  constitute  a  commit¬ 
tee  that  is  reviewing  special  education  data  needs  at 
the  local,  regional  and  state  levels.  Application 
forms  relative  to  special  education  services  present¬ 
ly  utilized  by  the  Illinois  Office  of  Education  have 
recently  been  reviewed  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
field . 

Meetings  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  held  to 
review  those  suggestions  and  offer  alternatives  to 
the  present  mode  of  operation.  The  goal  of  the  data 
committee  is  to  come  to  an  agreement  that  would  allow 
the  state  data  collection  system  to  accept  informa¬ 
tion  via  tape,  disc,  and  hard  copy  outputs  of  region¬ 
al  and  local  data  collection  systems. 

If  any  of  the  readers  of  this  management  bulletin 
wish  to  contribute  ideas/  suggestions  about  any  of 
the  lOE  forms  or  data  collection  efforts,  please 
write  to  Margaret  Niederer,  Assistant  Manager, 
Program  Approval  Unit. 

Interagency  Standards 

Pursuant  to  requirements  of  P.L.  94-142,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health/Developmental  Disabilities 
(DMH/DD) ,  in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of 
Specialized  Educational  Services  of  the  Illinois 
Office  of  Education  is  developing  a  set  of  standards 
to  be  used  for  the  educational  programming  of  handi¬ 
capped  children  in  DMH/DD  state  operated  facilities. 
To  date  several  productive  meetings  have  been  held  to 
begin  deliberation  on  the  specific  language  of  the 
standards.  It  is  anticipated  the  standards  mutually 
agreed  upon  will  closely  follow  those  already  being 
used  by  the  local  education  agencies.  Anticipated 
dates  for  implementation  of  these  standards  are 
September,  1979. 

In  addition,  meetings  are  taking  place  with  other 
state  agencies  such  as  the  Department  of  Children  and 
Family  Services,  Department  of  Public  Health,  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Service  to  Crippled  Children,  and  Department 
of  Public  Health  in  regard  to  development  of  state¬ 
ments  on  standards  and  responsibilities. 

Child  Counts/Child  Counts/Child 

There  are  two  major  child  counts  conducted  each  year 
by  the  Program  Approval  Unit,  one  for  Title  I  89-313 
and  one  for  P.L.  94-142. 

The  Title  I  89-313  Child  Count  must  be  taken  October 
1st  of  each  year  and  submitted  to  the  Bureau  of 
Education  for  the  Handicapped  (BEH)  by  November  15th. 
Children  counted  for  this  program  are  those  being 
served  in  state-operated  facilities,  such  as  the 
Department  of  Mental  Health/Developmental  Disabili¬ 
ties  and  the  Department  of  Children  and  Family  Serv¬ 
ices,  and  those  serviced  in  state-supported  programs. 
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specifically  those  students  receiving  reimbursement 
in  accordance  with  The  School  Code  of  Illinois , 
Sections  7.02  (private  facilities  placement),  7.02a 
(extraordinary  services),  7.03  (orphanage)  and  7.03a 
(combination  of  orphanage  and  private  facilities 
placement).  Illinois  receives  about  $600  per  child 
which  supports  regional  supplemental  services  for 
eligible  students. 


The  count  submitted  to  BEH  this  year  was: 


State  Supported  Programs  23,502  Students 

State-Operated  Programs 

Department  of  Mental 
Health/Developmental 

Disabilities  2,212  Students 


Department  of  Children  & 

Family  Services  600  Students 


Total:  25,714 


The  date  of  the  child  count  taken  to  comply  with  P.L. 
94-142  was  changed  this  year  to  December  1st.  Most 
of  the  joint  agreements/districts  had  already  counted 
students  October  1st  as  required  under  previous 
regulations;  therefore,  those  counts  had  to  be 
returned  to  the  districts  for  an  update  of  students. 
It  is  expected  that  all  of  the  compiled  forms  for 
this  count  will  be  processed  and  will  be  returned  to 
the  district  for  corrections  after  March  1st.  The 
December  1  child  count's  due  date  to  BEH  is  February 
1st;  however,  because  of  the  federal  change  in  dates, 
an  extension  of  time  was  allowed. 


The  amount  of  funds  allocated  to  Illinois  last  year 
based  on  children  age  3-21  counted  was  $156  per  child 
for  approximately  $33,000,000.  Three-fourths  of 
those  funds  flow  to  the  special  education  service 
units  (joint  agreements/single  districts)  by  an  lOE 
approval  of  a  project  application. 
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Reimbursement  Policy  For  Special  Education 
Counselors 

Section  14-13.01  of  The  School  Code  of  Illinois 
authorizes  reimbursement  for  special  education  staff. 
The  intent  of  the  section  is  to  insure  those  appro¬ 
priate  and  essential  personnel  required  to  serve 
handicapped  students.  Appropriate  and  essential 
individuals  are  specified  in  the  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  to  Govern  the  Administration  and  Operation  of 
Special  Education .  However,  a  classification  in 
statute  referred  to  as  "necessary  professional 
workers"  is  subject  to  regulations  of  and  interpre¬ 
tation  by  the  Illinois  Office  of  Education.  A 
special  education  counselor  may  qualify  as  a  "neces¬ 
sary  professional  worker."  Specifically,  for  a 
counselor  to  be  considered  for  reimbursement,  he/she 
must  be  serving  handicapped  children  fifty  percent  or 
more  of  his/her  time  in  addition  to  those  counselors 
serving  all  children,  including  the  handicapped. 

If  a  Local  Education  Agency  believes  it  is  eligible 
for  reimbursement  for  a  special  education  counselor, 
the  state-approved  director  of  special  education  must 
submit  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Gail  Lieberman,  Manager, 
Program  Administration  Section,  100  North  First 


Street,  Springfield,  Illinois  62777,  containing  the 
name  of  the  individual  and  his/her  credentials,  where 
he/she  is  working,  a  complete  job  description,  and  a 
justification.  This  letter  should  accompany  an 
Illinois  Office  of  Education  Form  50-44. 
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Program  Service  Teams 

An  important  component  in  making  "two-way"  communica¬ 
tion  a  reality  between  specialized  educational  serv¬ 
ices  staff  (DSES)  people  in  the  local  districts  and 
the  Illinois  Office  of  Education  is  the  work  of  the 
Program  Service  Teams.  Five  Program  Service  Teams 
situated  in  regional  offices  around  the  state  serve 
all  of  the  1,013  school  districts  in  Illinois. 

The  Program  Service  Teams  staff  members  are  the 
primary  Illinois  Office  of  Education  consultants  to 
the  local  schools.  As  such,  they  offer  planning  and 
problem  solving  services,  as  well  as  program  develop¬ 
ment  assistance.  A  major  portion  of  their  time  is 
spent  identifying  and  locating  resources  which  local 
districts  need,  whether  these  resources  are  materials 
or  professional  specialists  in  various  program  areas. 
The  role  of  the  DSES  staff  who  are  located  in  the 
central  Springfield  office  is  to  develop  DSES  infor¬ 
mation  and  materials  and  to  serve  as  the  specialized 
education  service  resource  specialists  to  the  Program 
Service  Team  consultants.  Each  regional  Program 
Service  Team  has  a  DSES  liaison  who  meets  once  a 
month  with  the  Springfield  staff  to  exchange  informa¬ 
tion  . 


The  Program  Service  Team  offices  and  managers  are 
listed  here.  A  contact  can  be  made  to  the  closest 
regional  office  to  determine  the  name  of  a  particular 
district  consultant. 


Chicago  Region  I 
Ms .  Jean  Donahue 
Manager 

188  West  Randolph 
Chicago,  IL  60601 

DeKalb  Region  II 
Mr.  John  Stoudt 
Manager 

Northern  Illinois 
University  Campus 
Graham  Hall,  Room  422 
P.O.  Box  625 
DeKalb,  IL  60115 


Springfield  Region  III 
Ms.  Nan  Spalding 
Manager 

100  North  First  Street 
Springfield,  IL  62777 

Champaign  Region  V 
Dr.  Jerry  Foster 
Manager 
3  Henson  Place 
Champaign,  IL  61820 

Mt.  Vernon  Region  V 
Mr.  Richard  Haney 
Manager 

Mt.  Vernon,  IL  62864 


Governor's  Purchased  Care  Review  Board 

The  Governor's  Purchased  Care  Review  Board,  created 
by  legislation  to  approve  allowable  costs  for  private 
facilities  serving  handicapped  children,  met  for  an 
organizational  meeting  on  November  2,  1978.  Since 
that  time,  bylaws  have  been  adopted,  emergency  rules 
have  been  promulgated,  criteria  for  determining 
allowable  costs  have  been  established,  and  an  approv¬ 
ed  room  and  board  cost  has  been  set  for  each  facil¬ 
ity.  By  these  actions,  the  State  paid  one-half  of 
residential  allowable  costs  on  December  30,  1978. 
These  monies  will  be  forwarded  to  the  private  facil¬ 
ity  through  the  local  public  education  agency  who 
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placed  the  handicapped  child.  Since  the  tuition 
amount  does  not  exceed  $4500  or  110%  of  last  year's 
tuition  cost,  there  was  no  need  for  the  Board  to 
approve  it.  The  format  for  cost  reporting  for  an 
appeal  to  be  acted  upon  will  be  developed  by  the 
Board  and  furnished  to  all  facilities  that  file  an 
appeal.  The  Board  is  scheduled  to  meet  at  least  once 
a  month  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Illinois  Office  of  Education  in  Springfield.  The 
officers  of  the  Board  are:  Dr.  Robert  Mandeville, 

Chairperson,  Dr.  Paul  Peterson,  Vice  Chairperson,  and 
Dr.  Joseph  Cronin,  Secretary. 
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SAT  Scores  Have  Not  Declined  Everywhere 

In  continuing  investigation  of  the  phenomenon  of 
declining  SAT  scores,  a  study  by  the  National 
Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals  examined 
the  criteria  for  success  in  those  schools  where 
scores  had  not  dropped.  Second  to  the  curriculuju 
emphasis  in  those  schools,  guidance  programs  were 
viewed  by  the  principals  as  another  reason  for  higher 
test  scores.  In  the  principals'  view,  counseling 
pupils  before  the  test  to  let  them  know  what  to 
expect,  and  after  to  interpret  scores  and  discuss 
what  they  mean,  contributed  to  the  results.  The 
commitment  of  teachers,  parents,  and  pupils  was  also 
cited  as  a  major  factor.  Guidelines  for  Improving 
SAT  Scores  is  available  from  NASSP,  1904  Association 
Drive,  Reston,  VA  22091.  The  cost  is  $3.00. 

Parent's  Guide  To  Understanding  Tests 

An  information  booklet  has  been  developed  to  help 
parents  understand  the  kinds  of  tests  given  to  their 
children  and  the  use  of  the  scores  for  planning  their 
children's  educational  and  career  goals.  Contact 
CTB/McGraw-Hill ,  Del  Monte  Research  Park,  Monterey, 
CA  93940  for  further  information  on  how  to  obtain 
copies . 


Rainbow's  End 

Rainbow's  End  is  a  new  series  designed  for  hearing 
impaired  7-12  year  olds  and  a  general  audience.  This 
series  of  6  separate  half-hour  programs  features  a 
ficticious  television  studio  run  by  a  hearing  impair¬ 
ed  cast  of  characters  and  two  muppets.  The  programs 
include  captioning,  voice-over  narration  and  American 
Sign  Language.  These  programs  provide  positive  deaf 
role-models  and  teach  basic  reading  and  language 
skills.  There  are  1-year  school  re-record  rights 
available  for  these  programs;  guides  are  also  avail¬ 
able.  For  further  information,  contact  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Specialized  Educational  Services. 

Gifted  Education:  Resource  For  Solving 
National  Problems 

The  newest  federal  legislation  applying  to  Gifted 
Education  programs  is  a  part  of  the  Education  Amend¬ 
ments  of  1978.  The  former  titles  of  ESEA  have  been 
altered  so  that  "gifted  and  talented"  come  under  a 


new  Title  IX  ADDITIONAL  PROGRAMS,  an  excerpt  from 
which  is  of  crucial  significance:  Sec.  901.  "Gifted 
and  Talented  Children's  Education  Act  of  1978": 

THE  CONGRESS  HEREBY  FINDS  AND  DECLARES  THAT  THE 
NATION'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE  FOR  SOLVING  CRITICAL 
NATIONAL  PROBLEMS  IN  AREAS  OF  NATIONAL  CONCERN 
IS  ITS  GIFTED  AND  TALENTED  CHILDREN. 

Special  Education  Advisory  Panel 

The  activities  and  membership  of  the  State  Advisory 
Council  on  Education  of  Handicapped  Children  are 
spelled  out  in  the  revised  Section  14-3.01  of  The 
School  Code  of  Illinois.  These  activities  are: 


"The  State  Board  of  Education  shall  seek  the 
advice  of  the  Advisory  Council  regarding  all 
rules  or  regulations  related  to  the  education  of 
handicapped  children  to  be  promulgated  by  it. 
The  Board  shall  seek  the  advice  of  the  Advisory 
Council  on  modifications  or  additions  to  county 
or  regional  comprehensive  plans.  Additionally, 
the  Advisory  Council  shall:  (a)  advise  the 

General  Assembly,  the  Governor  and  the  State 
Board  on  the  unmet  needs  in  the  education  of 
handicapped  children,  (b)  assist  the  State  Board 
in  developing  and  reporting  data  and  evaluations 
which  may  assist  the  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Education  in  the  performance  of  his  responsi¬ 
bilities  under  the  Education  of  Handicapped  Act, 
(c)  advise  the  State  Board  relative  to  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  hearing  officers  and  the  rules  and 
procedures  for  hearings  conducted  under  Section 
14-8.02  of  this  Act,  and  (d)  comment  publicly  on 
any  rules  or  regulations  proposed  by  the  State 
regarding  the  education  of  handicapped  children 
and  the  procedures  for  distribution  of  funds 
under  this  Act." 

The  1978-79  Advisory  Council  members  are: 

Lane  Miller,  Superintendent 
Belleville  High  School  District 
2600  West  Main  Street 
Belleville,  IL  62220 

Lee  Iverson 
Director 

Educational  &  Rehabilitation  Services 
Department  of  Children  and  Family  Services 
1  North  Old  State  Capitol  Plaza 
Springfield,  IL  62706 

Ruth  Lewis 

Department  of  Mental  Health  and 
Developmental  Disabilities 
160  North  LaSalle  Street,  Room  1500 
Chicago,  IL  60601 

Bonnie  Lou  Gladden, 

Division  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
623  East  Adams  Street 
Springfield,  IL  62706 

Roger  Lewis 
Superintendent 
Educational  Service  Region 
Lawrence  County  Courthouse 
Lawrenceville ,  IL  62439 
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Albert  Briggs 
Assistant  Superintendent 

Pupil  Personnel  Services  and  Special  Education 

City  of  Chicago 

228  North  LaSalle  Street 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

Elaine  Hirsch 
Parent  Representative 
1722  South  Boulevard 
Evanston,  IL  60201 

In  addition  to  the  present  members,  vacancies  exist 
on  the  Council  to  be  filled  by: 

a)  a  member  of  the  general  public 

b)  a  parent  of  a  handicapped  child 

c)  a  handicapped  adult 

d)  a  teacher  of  the  handicapped 

e)  a  consumer  representative  or  advocate  for 
the  handicapped 

f)  a  director  of  special  education  from  a 
district  of  less  than  500,000  students 

g)  a  representative  affiliated  with  an  insti¬ 
tute  of  higher  education. 

These  vacancies  will  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the 
Governor . 

Questions  regarding  the  Council  may  be  directed  to 
John  Straus,  Special  Education  Specialist  and  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretary  to  the  Council  at  217/782-6601. 

The  State  Advisory  Council  on  the  Education  of  Gifted 
Children  is  mandated  under  Article  14a  of  The  School 
Code  of  Illinois  which  authorizes  a  council  of  seven 
people  who  are  to  meet  no  less  than  four  times  per 
year.  According  to  this  legislation,  the  members  of 
the  council  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  shall  be  selected  on  the  basis  of  their  knowledge 
of  or  experience  in  problems  of  the  education  of 
gifted  children.  Council  members  serve  without 
compensation  but  are  entitled  to  reimbursement  for 
expenses  incurred  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
The  Council  is  specifically  authorized  to  evaluate 
proposals  for  gifted  area  service  centers  and  for 
local  school  district  programs.  The  council  is  also 
required  to  make  recommendations  regarding  rules  and 
regulations  promulgated  by  the  State  Superintendent 
of  Education  in  relation  to  the  gifted  program.  The 
current  membership  of  the  council  is  composed  of  the 
following  persons: 

Robert  A.  Bergman,  Principal/Teacher 
Golden  Elementary  School 
Golden,  Illinois  62339 

June  B.  Bouknight,  Principal 
115  Heather  Drive 
Charleston,  Illinois  61920 

Merle  B.  Karnes,  Professor 
Colonel  Wolfe  Preschool 
403  East  Healy  Street 
Champaign,  Illinois  61820 


Janet  E.  Logullo,  Parent/Program  Coordinator 
Jefferson  County  Courthouse 
Mt .  Vernon,  Illinois  62864 

Mary  Lu  Muffoletto,  Program  Coordinator 

Community  Consolidated  School 

District  15 

505  South  Quentin 

Palatine,  Illinois  60067 

Gerald  Heing,  Assistant  Superintendent 
Chicago  Board  of  Education 
228  North  LaSalle  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois  60601 


Project  Impact 

One  of  the  goals  in  the  five-year  plan  for  the 
Illinois  Gifted  Program  is  to  provide  for  the  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  state-wide  program.  In  October  district 
superintendents  received  a  letter  from  Joseph  Cronin 
in  which  he  explained  PROJECT  IMPACT,  a  joint  effort 
of  the  Illinois  Office  of  Education  and  the  United 
States  Office  of  Education  to  identify  exemplary 
gifted  programs  within  the  state. 

In  order  to  be  identified  among  the  projected  20 
programs  to  be  named,  a  district  must  meet  the  follow 
ing  criteria: 

1.  have  had  a  specific  program  in  operation  for  at 
least  three  years; 

2.  be  able  to  document  that  gifted  program  develop¬ 
ment  steps  have  been  conducted  and  are  periodi¬ 
cally  assessed  (i.e.,  needs  assessment,  setting 
goals/objectives,  identification/placement  strat 
egies,  evaluation); 

3.  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  gifted  students  have 
profited  and  grown  from  the  program; 

4.  be  able  to  show  how  its  program  is  cost  effec¬ 
tive  and  potentially  replicable  for  other  dis¬ 
tricts  ; 

5.  be  able  to  show  how  its  program  is  moving  toward 
comprehensive  articulation  from  kindergarten 
through  twelfth  grade. 

Basically  a  three-step  process  will  be  employed  to 
identify  exemplary  gifted  programs: 

1.  Nominations  will  be  solicited  through  the  Gifted 
Area  Service  Centers  and  Program  Services  Teams 
from  districts  that  might  be  judged  exemplary. 
Districts  will  also  be  encouraged  to  nominate 
themselves . 

2.  A  criteria  checklist  will  be  sent  to  the  nominat 
ed  districts  for  completion. 

3.  Validation  visits  will  be  scheduled  for  the 
districts  to  document  program  characteristics. 

Final  selection  of  exemplary  programs  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  team  of  experts  in  the  field  of  gifted 
education.  Other  districts  may  learn  from  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  exemplary  programs  through  conferences 
which  will  be  held  within  each  region  and  through  a 
booklet  to  be  disseminated  to  all  programs  in  the 
state . 
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Executive  Internships  For  Seniors 

The  Illinois  Office  of  Education  and  the  Springfield 
Public  Schools  are  currently  sponsoring  a  pilot 
program  of  executive  High  School  Internships  in 
community  services,  business,  government,  law, 
medicine,  and  education.  Donald  R.  Davis,  the  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator,  has  proposed  the  expansion  of  the 
program  into  a  state-wide  effort  through  the  Area 
Service  Centers  for  the  Gifted  and  the  school  dis¬ 


tricts  participating  in  the  reimbursed  gifted  educa¬ 
tion  programs.  A  few  high  schools  have  already 
explored  the  program,  but  it  is  not  widely  used  as 
yet.  Robert  Brayfield,  Principal  of  DeKalb  High 
School,  introduced  the  program  in  the  spring  of  1978 
and  involved  two  DeKalb  High  School  seniors,  Diane 
Smith  and  Cindy  Baar,  who  spent  their  final  semester 
of  high  school  in  Springfield  internships.  Brayfield 
will  use  the  program  again  in  the  spring  of  1979. 


Projected  Project  Timelines  Application  Dates 


TITLE 

DATE  APPLICATION 
SENT  TO  FIELD 

DATE  APPLICATION 

DUE  IN  OFFICE 

DATE  OF 
TION  OF 

NOTIFICA- 

APPROVAL 

Gifted  LEA 

Applications 

February  16,  1979 
(lOE-mailing) 

May  9 , 

1979 

June  1 , 

1979 

Gifted  Area 

Service  Centers 

Request  for 

Proposal  (RFP) 

March  1,  1979 

May  1 , 

1979 

July  1 , 

1979 

P.L.  94-142,  EHA- 
Part  B  Flow- 
Through  Projects 

January  15,  1979 

March 

26,  1979 

by  June 

8,  1979 

P.L.  94-142,  EHA- 
Part  B  Flow-Through 
Preschool  Incentive 
Grants 

January  15,  1979 

March 

26,  1979 

by  June 

8,  1979 

Title  I-P.L.  89-313 
Regional  Projects 

January  15,  1979 

March 

26,  1979 

by  June 

8,  1979 

Title  I-P.L.  89-313 
Dept,  of  Mental 
Health/Developmental 
Disabilities  &  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Children  & 
Family  Services, 
Projects 

January  18,  1979 

April 

24,  1979 

by  June 

8,  1979 

Applications  for 

Summer  School  for 
the  Handicapped 

April  17,  1979 

May  1 , 

or  30  days 

June  1 , 

or  30  days 

(lOE  mailing)  from  receipt,  de-  from  receipt  of 

pending  on  mailing  application 


P.L.  94-142,  EHA- 
Part  B  Discretion¬ 
ary  Regional 
Projects  (Special 
Education  Regional 

Service  Centers)  February  23,  1979 

Bidder's  Conference 
March  14,  1979 


April  30,  1979 


May  11,  1979 


